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with Russia. But the expression of such views in
Berlin could only have the most disastrous con-
sequences for the Crown Princess. Bismarck's dis-
trust of her, knowing as he did her influence over her
husband, became active rather than contemptuously
passive and he introduced into their official household
as Court Marshal to the Crown Prince Count
Radolin-Radolinsky whose business was to counteract
her influence with her husband and act as a spy
upon her.

An even more useful instrument to Bismarck's hand
was Prince William, now an independent married
man, who despised the Liberal views of his parents
and detested their English leanings. Bismarck made
much of him and influenced the Emperor, now grow-
ing very old, to employ him on missions which should
properly have fallen to the Crown Prince. He sent
him to Russia for the official coming of age of the
Tsarevitch Nicholas and William told the Tsar that
the Prince of Wales and the Queen and his mother
were doing their best to induce Germany to ally
herself with England against Russia, but that these
conspirators had forgotten about the existence of
Prince William of Prussia. He solemnly promised to
look after the Tsar's interests. Then there was a
meeting between the Emperors of Germany and
Austria at Gastein, for the restoration of imperial and
national cordiality, and it was William who attended
his grandfather. Immediately afterwards the Tsar
was holding a Military Review at Brest-Litovsk and
once more William was sent to represent the Emperor.
His mother was horrified at the thought of the
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